
Lay Leadership in 
Worship Course 2025

Session 7



Small groups: reflection

Following the liturgical year lets us follow Christ’s footsteps, 
uniting us with his life. In what ways will this change you 
and the way you reveal your faith, your commitment to the 
world? Are there ways in which this could be made visible in 
the way you lead worship?
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What we’ve learned so far

Session One: The Purpose of Worship
Session Two: The Lectionary
Session Three: The Context of Anglican Worship
Session Four: Evening Prayer 
Session Five:  Morning Prayer 
Session Six:  Bringing Liturgy to Life
Session Seven: Worship Leadership Resources
Session Eight: Reporting back on mentored practicum

The Purpose of 
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What you can do:

• Lead the offices in the BCP, BAS or Pray without Ceasing
• Lead offices from any of the Books of Common Prayer in 

the Anglican Communion, or resources approved by the 
Diocese of British Columbia

• Preach sermons from www.sermonsthatwork.com 
• Grow in creativity, skill and prayerfulness as you say the 

offices often, on your own, or with others.
• Plan the services together in your parish. This is a team 

effort.
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http://www.sermonsthatwork.com/


What you cannot do:

• Be a Lay Reader. The system of Lay Readers no longer functions in 
the Diocese.

• Lead a Eucharist service, or use a Eucharistic liturgy (or part thereof)
• Do a “Deacon’s Mass” (offer communion in the service)
• Offer absolution – change “you” to “us” in prayer of absolution
• Invent your own services that do not follow a traditional, 

approved format
• Write your own sermons.

The Purpose of 
Worship



The structure of the Offices & Liturgy of the Word

1. Preparation
• Confession, Forgiveness

2. Gathering
3. Proclamation of the Word

• Psalm(s), Scripture Reading(s), Responsories/Canticles
4. Affirmation of Faith
5. Prayers (including Lord’s Prayer, Collects, Litanies, Responses)

• Praise, Intercession, Petition, Thanksgiving – spoken and silent
6. Sending Forth: Dismissal
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Where you get to make choices
     – Okay to use other sources

o Preparation
• Opening Sentence
• Confession/Absolution (Penitential Rite) OR Opening Response

o Invitatory
o Psalm(s) Appointed
o Scripture

• Each reading followed by Canticle/Responsory/Hymn/Song
o Affirmation of Faith
o Prayers – Litanies, Collects, Lord’s Prayer
o Dismissal
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Practicum – 
what does 
it involve?



Practicum – Questions?



Rogation Days



Frequently Asked Questions

1. The Revised Common Lectionary is adapted slightly for each 
Province in the Anglican Communion, like the Anglican Church of 
Canada. Use McCausland’s Ordo (the BAS section) or the ACC 
Lectionary Page at https://lectionary.anglican.ca/ 

2. Primary Sunday Services use the Eucharist Readings only (HE). Use 
the Daily Office readings for the other services.

3. As the presider of the service (not celebrant), you may choose to 
read the Gospel reading. People are not required to stand for 
services other than the main Sunday morning service.

https://lectionary.anglican.ca/


Small Group Discussion:      Practicum

Discuss your ideas for three morning or 
evening prayer services with your group.
Have you met with your mentor to discuss 
this?
Are you working with others to plan and 
implement your service? 



Resource Page

https://www.bc.anglican.ca/resources/worship-
resources/pages/lay-leadership-in-worship-resources



Next steps 

Check-in Session 8 in 1 month’s time

Thursday June 5, 7 PM, via Zoom



Next steps 

Certification process will differ according 
to your diocese. I will be in touch with 
Bishop David and with Jessica Schaap, to 
ask them to contact you.
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